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Background 
 
There are several challenges to the development and application of theory in the field(s) of 
information behaviour and information practices. While there is a long and rich tradition of 
creating models and frameworks in information behaviour (e.g., Case & Given, 2016a; Ellis, 
1993; Godbold, 2006; McKenzie, 2003; Wilson, 1999), this has not been the case with the 
development of theories. This is not to say that that theoretical work has not happened, as 
evidenced by work such as Chatman (1999), Dervin (1998), Savolainen (2008), as well as 
the collection of theories published in the book Theories of Information Behavior (Fisher, 
Erdelez, & McKechnie, 2005). However, criticism remains that there is a lack of cohesive 
theory and/or that theory borrowed from other fields may be treated in shallow ways. 
Deficiency in theoretical development has contributed to a lack of shared definition and 
boundaries of the field, evident in the split between information behaviour and information 
practices research (e.g. Savolainen & Wilson, 2009). 
 
As a relatively young field – originating in the late 1970s and early 1980s (Ellis, 2011) – an 
important step in the evolution of information behaviour and information practices is the 
continued development of its own theory, as well as the systematic incorporation of 
relevant theories from related fields. This special issue proposes to continue and extend the 
work began in Theories of Information Behavior (Fisher et al., 2005), a book composed of 
the contributions from the participants of the 2003 ASIS&T SIG-USE Symposium. 
 
Relating to information behaviour and information practices, this special issue is 
particularly interested in: 

• theoretical explorations of the field of information behaviour and information 
practices; 

• expansion and evolution of information behaviour and information practices 
theories; 

• examination of the current use of information behaviour and information practices 
theories;  

• development of new theories that advance information behaviour and information 
practices;  

• examination of models and their relation to information behaviour and information 
practices theory; and 

• systematic approaches to incorporating well-established theories from other fields.  
 
This issue seeks relevant and rigorous submissions in the above areas. Submissions that 
offer a descriptive analysis only – and not a contribution to theory – will not be 
considered for review. Submissions will be evaluated using the criteria set out in JASIS&T. 
 



 
Paper Development at the 2020 SIG-USE Symposium  
 
The 2020 SIG-USE Symposium will take place on October 24th at the Annual Meeting of the 
Association for Information Science and Technology in Pittsburgh, USA. The 2020 
Symposium theme is “Grand Challenges in Information Behaviour Research – Theory” and 

will provide Symposium presenters who choose to submit full papers with an opportunity to 

present papers-in-development for discussion and to get feedback. In this way, the SIG-USE 

Symposium is coordinated with the special issue of JASIS&T and will help to ensure a 
sufficient number of papers are submitted. (Participation in the Symposium is optional for 

those wishing to submit to the special issue.) 
 

In addition to discussion and feedback, a mini-workshop (of approximately half an hour) will 

also take place at the Symposium, where the special issue editors can discuss the special issue 

and the process of submitting work. A more formal paper development opportunity will be set up 

the day after the Symposium, before the official start of the Annual Meeting. Authors who wish 

for more mentorship and development will be paired with mentors (guest editors and editorial 

team members) to discuss their papers. While these opportunities will be available for those 

attending the Symposium and the Annual Meeting, authors unable to attend will not be 

disadvantaged as all submission will go through the same full JASIS&T peer review process. 

 
Submission Guidelines 
 
Before submitting your manuscript, please ensure you have carefully read the JASIST 
Submission Guidelines (http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/(ISSN)2330-
1643/homepage/ForAuthors.html). The complete manuscript should be submitted 
through JASIST's Submission System (https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jasist). To ensure 
that your submission is routed properly, please select "Yes" in response to "Is this 
submission for a special issue?" and specify "Information Behaviour & Information 
Practices Theory" when prompted. Manuscripts of up to 10,000 words are accepted for this 
SI. 
 
Submission Deadline 
 
Paper submission due date: Feburary 15, 2021 March 1, 2021 (extended due to COVID-19) 
 
Note: please do not submit until after February 1, 2021 – the manuscripts will not be 
reviewed until after the submission deadline passes 
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